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March Newsletter 2020 
 

On behalf of Sarah, the board of Directors & all the team at St. Michael’s, 
we would like to thank all our families for their extraordinary support in 
recent weeks.  We are incredibly privileged to be in a position to look after 
your little ones especially during such uncertain times.  With this in mind, 
please enjoy this magazine and see how much fun the children have had 
this month! 

 
 
 
 

We celebrated Holi with lots of 
colourful paintings in the woods.  
On Friday 20th March, we 
marked Spring Equinox by 
dressing in bright colours & 
making blossom covered crowns. 
 

Drinks in nursery – please could parents be advised if sending in drinks with your child 
for the day that water is the only drink permitted in nursery. Not only for dental 
reasons, but a more serious reason for the safety of other children. Some children in 
our care have diabetes and to drink a sugary or fruit drink by mistake would make 
them very ill. Thank you for helping with this matter. 
 

LOOKING AFTER OUR 
FUTURE 
 

Our adult Eco-Heroes team would like to inform you that our new ‘Eco-Heroes’ pages have now 
gone LIVE on our website!  We are so excited to show these pages as they a full of top tips, 
events, ideas and to keep you informed of the changes that we have made in nursery.  Please 
send us your photos for the website of anything that you have been doing recently.   



LADYBIRDS & BUTTERFLIES 
 
We love stories and rhymes up here and we’re often heard 
singing our favourite songs.  World Book Day gave a good 
reason to share some of our favourite books and even dress 
up – some of us in our pyjamas! 

 
 

 
It’s been a fun and busy month.  Some of us went out for a lovely 
walk and others have even enjoyed their very first session in Forest 
School! 
We have also been out in the garden enjoying the (occasional) 
March sunshine 

 

 
 
DRAGONFLIES 
 

Dragonflies have made the most amazing mural to celebrate the Hindu festival of 
colour – Holi.  They used inventive ways to splatter, brush and print beautiful colours 
on the paper. 
 
We love getting muddy and if any families have spare socks, we would be most grateful 
to receive them. 
Please ensure that your child’s clothing is clearly labelled. 

 
        
 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN 

 

John from Rugbytots came to visit.  John has introduced the children to warm up 
games, scoring a ‘Try’ and some really fun games with rugby balls. Rugbytots is 
currently on a break due to recent events. 
 
 
We celebrated World Book Day with 
lots of stories outside.  Some of our 
favourites include The Ugly Duckling & 
How Things Grow. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast Club is running as usual starting at 8am every school day morning.  We offer a wide selection of 
fruit, cereals and spreads for toast.  Please enquire for availability.  The bus leaves at 8.20am prompt to 
ensure we arrive for school in good time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have been making up songs and raps with the theme ‘Wash your 
hands.’  We made music video and dressed up as rap stars! 
 

For World Book Day, we enjoyed 
dressing up as our favourite 
characters & sharing stories with 
one another.  We made up our 
own story books & even 
rebranded St. Michael’s with a 
new logo! 

 
 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 
Q. What do you call a dinosaur that is sleeping? 
A.  A Dino-snore! 

 
 
 

HOLIDAY CHILDCARE 
We are offering a limited number of places for holiday childcare, for children in 
Reception and Year 1.  If you are looking for childcare in the school holidays, we may be 
able to help! 
Contact us at office@stmichaels-nursery.org or 01271 327074 

 
 

mailto:office@stmichaels-nursery.org


EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AT ST. MICHAEL’S: 
ALL CLUBS ARE CURRENTLY POSTPONED 

DUE TO RECENT EVENTS 
We’d like to thank our wonderful outside teachers and wish them well during these uncertain times. 

 

RUGBY TOTS  
Calling all Dragonflies and Kindergarten children. …Visit the website in the Spring term to find out how to 
book: www.rugbytots.co.uk  Every Wednesday morning here at Nursery! 

 
TARKA TENNIS 
Tarka Tennis is offering tennis lessons for all Kindergarten children.  Letters out now! First come, first served. 

 
STREET DANCING 
Letters are out now for Feb – March. 

 
0 – 2 YEARS  MOO MUSIC – Available to Ladybirds, Butterflies and Dragonflies.   

 
USEFUL LINKS: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends/ 
https://www.kidsandscreens.co.uk/ 
 

On-line Safety  
Online safety is an ever expanding area and you can find further valuable information on the 
CEOP website  
‘Think you know’ has produced some useful conversation starters and advice to help you talk 
to your child about keeping safe online.   www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
Some good sources of information and advice for parents:  
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  

The Professionals Online Safety Helpline is available Monday to Friday 10am – 4pm  
Call 0344 381 4772 or email enquires@saferinternet.org.uk  
https://parentinfo.org/  
Parent Info is a free web service providing information to parents and carers.  
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ShareAware  
Advice from the NSPCC: on social networks, apps and games.  
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers  
A non-profit organization; working with others to help make the internet a great and safe place for children. 
 
 

Dates for your Diary:  

TAWSTOCK TIDDLERS & TODDLERS 
 ‘Tiddlers & Toddlers’ meet at Tawstock Village Hall every Monday during term time 
9.30am – 11.00am.  It’s only £2.00 per family & this includes refreshments.  There are 
lots of activities, guest speakers & trips out on offer.  
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Childcare payments and funding 
 

Tax Free Childcare  
You are able to sign up for this on HMRC website https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk  our nursery is 
registered as St. Michael’s Nursery and our postcode EX31 2DB. Here you will find out the criteria to be 
eligible for TFC.  
Parents who currently pay with childcare vouchers should consider the best option. Visit 
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/family/tax-free-childcare where Martin Lewis sets out which parents are 
suited for this option 
 
30 hours funded childcare  
To be eligible both parents (or on parent for single households) need to be working and both parents must be 
earning a minimum of equivalent to 16 hours NLW per week and up to under £100,000 per annum (each). 
Parents on sick pay and maternity/paternity pay are eligible; however students will not be eligible.   
How does it work?  will have read in recent press articles that the funding received by Local Authorities does 
not cover the cost per hour of the child attending nursery and therefore nurseries need to consider how they 
will deliver the funded hours in a sustainable way or choose to opt out of the extra hours. You will be pleased 
to hear that St. Michael’s delivers the extra hours to qualifying parents from this Autumn and the costs of 
contributions by parents for additional services, not covered by funding, is sent out to families.  
Families can choose to ‘stretch’ the extra hours (as some of you do with your 15 hours) and this would then 
create up to 22 hours per week across the 51 weeks we are open.  You can split your funding with other 
settings. Claiming 30 hours would affect your Tax Credits. 
My child is eligible next term, when should I apply? You are able to apply 6 weeks before your child’s third 
birthday at https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
Families need to reapply every three months, and you should receive a reminder email. Please make a note of 
your renewal date as in the future a missed renewal will mean you miss your next term’s extra funding.  
 
What if I don’t qualify for 30 hours funding? 
15 hours per week remains universal to all 3- & 4-year olds (the term after their third birthday), the 30 hours 
is an extension of this, offering an extra 15 hours per week. 
For children on universal 15 hours funding, you can take up to 15 hours per week, term time only, or ‘stretch’ 
your hours up to 11 hours per week throughout the year.  
 Families may also wish to find out form HMRC how Child Tax Credits for Universal Credits would be affected 
if claiming 30 hours funded childcare.  The new https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk website is fantastic for 
helpful information and includes a parents’ calculator to help with the choices you make. 
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