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 Newsletter 2019 

 
What an amazing month we have had, so many wonderful activities and memorable moments.  

 

We are looking at every way we can be come a greener nursery 

and our World Oceans Day in June made quite an impression 

on the children. Our first step has been to reduce our use of 

disposable baby wipes and we have been trialling washable 

wipes upstairs. Our Ladybirds and Butterflies team love Cheeky 

Wipes, the bamboo wipes are so soft and 

the system in place makes things so easy – 

just ask the team! We will keep you posted 

on every change we make on our way to 

becoming the greenest nursery and how you will be able to help us too! 

Look at how many wet wipes we have NOT had to purchase this week!  

 

This month we welcomed Ofsted through our doors, as a pilot nursery for the 

inspector to trial a new inspection framework to be launched this September. 

Thank you to our wonderful team who proudly showed off our setting and your 

children delighted the inspector with their chatter and friendliness. Although 

we do not have a grade or report to share with you, we were very pleased with 

our feedback from the day.  

 

Be sure to take a look at our website 

blog (click on ‘news’) and our Facebook 

Page to read about your developments 

with our Hygge Hut … find out what 

Hygge means and how we implement 

this at St. Michael’s. We are so pleased 

with the progress we are making to 

enhance the facilities for you and your 

child; our all weather garden, the baby garden on the balcony, the Hygge Hut and, of course, the 

wonderful car park. The car park work enabled our children to watch excitedly from behind our 

fencing, the amazing construction vehicles at work – the most exciting day has to be when a cement 

mixer got stuck in the ground and a crane arrived to 

lift it out (wow! We all stopped what we were doing to 

go out and watch!)  

 Next steps will be to extend our forest school area 

even further on to the new land and consider what 

else we can do to enhance the facilities already on 

offer.  



Congratulations goes to Altea who has completed her Level III childcare alongside studying at Petroc 

for her A Levels. Members of our team have retrained in their Paediatric First Aid this month and we 

have also updated our Safeguarding Knowledge at local authority events.  

 

 

Thank you to 1st Tawstock (St. Michael’s) Brownies who have 

donated some lovely outdoor toys to our nursery – the footballs 

went down a treat and the babies love their new seesaw!  

 

 

We gave Granny Hen a lovely farewell, as she retires this summer, 

Helen has been part of St. Michael’s since 1989 and we have loved 

her continuing to come along and sing with us for so many years.  

 

 

The highlight of this month must be our Leavers’ Supper – we have never seen so 

many people enjoying our garden! Thank you to the Pelican for our delicious suppers 

and to our team for arranging such a special event. This year we said goodbye to a 

family who we have been lucky to have cared for all five of their daughters – how 

wonderful they all came along to celebrate. An emotional but special evening to 

remember.  

 

 

We enjoyed our annual Sports Day with 

many families enjoying the sunshine at 

Petroc field and cheering their little ones 

to the finish line! The children took part 

in running races, quiot balance race and our team relay.  The children were 

delighted with their gold medals and they were an absolute credit to their families.  Thank you as 

always to our amazing team for all their hard work organising this event.  Thank you to Petroc for the 

venue and the free parking. 

 

A big well done to George for taking part in the competition for Golf Access 9 holes.  He 
was the youngest in the competition held at Portmore.   He achieved 64 over 9 holes at 
one point he had a 4 on a par 3!  
 

Thank you to Charlotte and Michele for donating vegetables plants and herbs.  Thank you to Gaynor 

for her huge driftwood tree that has been donated to Forest School for the children to hang up their 

name medallions, 

 

Children who are due to claim funding from September will soon bring home forms for completion 

and you are able to apply up to 6 weeks before your child’s 3rd birthday at 

www.childcarechoices.co.uk. You are also able to find information regarding Tax 

Free Childcare on the same website (available to use with all age-groups from 

babies up to school age children needing wrap around care)  

 

 

Funding for Summer Term ends on Thursday 25th July, although some families may have extra funded 

hours to use in the summer holiday period.  

http://www.childcarechoices.co.uk/


 
Chickenpox still cases in nursery! –we have had a recent case 9th June 2019 so the illness is likely to still be ‘doing the 
rounds’ at nursery. If your child had symptoms they should stay at home for the first 5 days of the rash at least and 
when clinically well.  Due to children attending nursery with compromised immunity, chickenpox is a severe danger 
to them – it is essential you let nursery know if your child has symptoms. 

 
Drinks in nursery - please could parents be advised if sending in drinks with your child for the day that water is 
the only drink permitted in nursery. Not only for dental reasons, but a more serious reason for the safety of 
other children. Some children in our care have diabetes and to drink a sugary or fruit drink by mistake would 
make them very ill. Thank you for helping with this matter.  
 
Just to remind you we have exclusion procedures in place to prevent illness spreading further and to 
protect the children and staff;  
 
Vomiting and/or diarrhoea – your child must remain away from nursery until 48 hours clear of symptoms 
 
Raised temperature – your child’s temperature must be normal for 24 hours without the aid of medication 
 
 
Coughs and colds – of course children will inevitably come into nursery with coughs and colds, we just ask that they 
should be well enough to have fun, play indoors and outdoors and happy to eat. 
We are busy promoting good hand washing with the children and have the strangest way to keep them at the soap and 
taps long enough to be beneficial – we sing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice!! 
 
 
 

 
LADYBIRDS & BUTTERFLIES  
 
We have had a beautiful month, flinging the doors open and enjoying the open space on our 
fully enclosed, secure balcony.  We have taken out the sand pit, the chalks, balls and blankets 
with books and puzzles.  We wish Alice well as she leaves for her summer holiday and look out 
for letters for the September. 
Many children have started their visits to Dragonflies and have enjoyed playing in the garden 
and the woods. 
Our biggest news is our change from Wet Wipes to ‘Cheeky Wipes’ the natural, reusable wash 
cloths for wet nappies.  Please do make sure to read our blog on our website. 
Please label shoes and hats.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



DRAGONFLIES 
 

We have spent a lot of time in Forest School and the allotment.  The vegetables are growing 
well and the children have loved watering them and removing the weeds.  The peas that we 
have picked are absolutely delicious and we left a basket out in Pink Hall for everyone to try.  
we have been learning a lot about bees and how they make honey. 
We love taking the water tray outside and setting up games on a blanket.  We often enjoy a 
picnic and story time under a tree. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN 
 
What a packed month for our leavers!  
We wish our children leaving for school 
a fond farewell and please make sure 
that you keep in touch and send us 
some photos in your school uniform. 
The Leavers’ Supper was a perfect 
night with singing, poems, presentations & a 
chip supper. 
Sports Day was another fantastic annual 
event with balance races, running races and 
the team relay. 
We had visit from the dentist Kim from 
Torrington Dental Practice.  Kim talked to us 
about oral hygiene and we had a lot of props 
and visual aids to learn from. 
 
Please bring in named sun hats.  We quite often go up to the woods wearing wellies so please 
provide your child with a pair of socks please. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for breakfast here at St. Michael’s.  We offer cereals, delicious hot 
toast, yoghurts, fruit and drinks. 
We are open from 8am for breakfast and transport leaves St. Michael’s at 8.20am for 
Holywell School, Tawstock. 
 
We love our quizzes in the mornings.  We all have to test our buzzers and take it in turns 
to ask questions.  We have a leader board and you never know who is going to be at the 
top! 
Well done to Jack for achieving most improved player in football.  We are super 

impressed with all your trophies and your photo.  Thank you also for bringing in your birthday doughnuts to 
share! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Breakfast Club & After School Club Quiz is getting tougher 
and tougher each day with children choosing categories 
including history, flags of the world and nursery rhymes.  Testing 
their buzzers is certainly amusing, many animal noises make 

good buzzers! 
We have been busy designing 
posters for the recycling bins to 
show others what a landfill is and what a recycling centre does.  
The Eco-Committee are doing a 
great job sorting out the 
materials from cardboard, paper, 

plastic, metal and glass. 
We have been enjoying picnics, cricket and making a dinosaur 
swamp in the woods.  Mrs Scott from Holywell School visited 
us and spent the afternoon playing cricket and garden games. 
The team at St. Michael’s would like to wish you all a fantastic 
summer break and see you in September!  
 

JOKE OF THE MONTH 
Q.  What happened to the magic tractor? 
A.  It turned into a field! Brilliant Jack and Jack’s Mum! 



HOLIDAY CHILDCARE 
We are offering a limited number of places for holiday childcare, for children in 
Reception and Year 1.  If you are looking for childcare in the school holidays, we may be 
able to help! 
Contact us at office@stmichaels-nursery.org or 01271 327074 

 
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS AT ST. MICHAEL’S: 
 

 

RUGBY TOTS  
Please book directly with John by visiting the  website: 
www.rugbytots.co.uk/Barnstaple/Class/Details/21832 

 
TARKA TENNIS 
Tarka Tennis is offering tennis lessons for all Kindergarten children.  Letters out now! First come, first served. 

 
STREET DANCING 
Letters are out now for the Autumn term. 

 
0 – 2 YEARS  MOO MUSIC – Letters are out now for summer term  -available to Ladybirds, 

Butterflies and Dragonflies.   

 
USEFUL LINKS: 
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends/ 
 
https://www.kidsandscreens.co.uk/ 
 

On-line Safety  
Online safety is an ever expanding area and you can find further valuable information on the 
CEOP website  
‘Think you know’ has produced some useful conversation starters and advice to help you talk 
to your child about keeping safe online.   www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
 
Some good sources of information and advice for parents:  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers  
The Professionals Online Safety Helpline is available Monday to Friday 10am – 4pm  
Call 0344 381 4772 or email enquires@saferinternet.org.uk  
https://parentinfo.org/  
Parent Info is a free web service providing information to parents and carers.  
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ShareAware  
Advice from the NSPCC: on social networks, apps and games.  
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers  
A non-profit organization; working with others to help make the internet a great and safe place for children. 

 
 

mailto:office@stmichaels-nursery.org
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends/
https://www.kidsandscreens.co.uk/


Dates for your Diary:  

 
TAWSTOCK TIDDLERS & TODDLERS 
‘Tiddlers & Toddlers’ meet at Tawstock Village Hall every Monday during term time 
9.30am – 11.00am.  It’s only £2.00 per family & this includes refreshments.  There 
are lots of activities, guest speakers & trips out on offer.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Childcare payments and funding 
 

Tax Free Childcare  
You are able to sign up for this on HMRC website https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk  our nursery is registered as St. 
Michael’s Nursery and our postcode EX31 2DB. Here you will find out the criteria to be eligible for TFC.  
Parents who currently pay with childcare vouchers should consider the best option. Visit 
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/family/tax-free-childcare where Martin Lewis sets out which parents are suited for this option 
 
30 hours funded childcare  
To be eligible both parents (or on parent for single households) need to be working and both parents must be earning a minimum of 
equivalent to 16 hours NLW per week and up to under £100,000 per annum (each). Parents on sick pay and maternity/paternity pay 
are eligible; however students will not be eligible.   
How does it work?  will have read in recent press articles that the funding received by Local Authorities does not cover the cost per 
hour of the child attending nursery and therefore nurseries need to consider how they will deliver the funded hours in a sustainable 
way or choose to opt out of the extra hours. You will be pleased to hear that St. Michael’s delivers the extra hours to qualifying 
parents from this Autumn and the costs of contributions by parents for additional services, not covered by funding, is sent out to 
families.  
Families can choose to ‘stretch’ the extra hours (as some of you do with your 15 hours) and this would then create up to 22 hours 
per week across the 51 weeks we are open.  You are able to split your funding with other settings. Claiming 30 hours would affect 
your Tax Credits. 
My child is eligible next term, when should I apply? You are able to apply 6 weeks before your child’s third birthday at 
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 
Families need to reapply every three months, and you should receive a reminder email. Please make a note of your renewal date as 
in the future a missed renewal will mean you miss your next term’s extra funding.  
 
What if I don’t qualify for 30 hours funding? 
15 hours per week remains universal to all 3 & 4 year olds (the term after their third birthday), the 30 hours is an extension of this, 
offering an extra 15 hours per week. 
For children on universal 15 hours funding, you are able to take up to 15 hours per week, term time only, or ‘stretch’ your hours up 
to 11 hours per week throughout the year.  
 Families may also wish to find out form HMRC how Child Tax Credits for Universal Credits would be affected if claiming 30 hours 
funded childcare.  The new https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk website is fantastic for helpful information and includes a parents’ 
calculator to help with the choices you make. 
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